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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 221 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ZP, MILI 

SUBJECT: GULF SECURITY: REPORTED STATEMENTS BY UAE AMBASSADOR 
TO KUWAIT 

REF: (A) KUWAIT 1895 (NOTAL), (B) 77 MANAMA 170 (NOTAL), 

(C) 77 KUWAIT 5272 (NOTAL), (D) KUWAIT 0532 (NOTAL). 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF AN OTHERWISE UNREMARKABLE, WIDE- 
RANGING PRESS INTERVIEW, THE UAE AMBASSADOR TO KUWAIT, 

MOHAMMED SULTAN ABDULLAH, MADE AN INTERESTING REFERENCE TO 
JOINT GULF DEFENSE PLANNING AGAINST FOREIGN OCCUPATION OF 
OIL FACILITIES. KUWAIT DAILY AL-QABAS CARRIED INTERVIEW 
APRIL 9 AND UAE AMBASSADOR IS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS: "WE ARE NOW 
DRAWING UP JOING PLANS AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THE GULF 
FOR COORDINATION OF DEFENSE MEASURES FOR THE PETROLEUM FAC- 
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ILITIES IN THE AREA. EVENTS REQUIRE THIS. THERE IS A COMMON 
ENEMY THAT THREATENS ALL OF US AND IT IS GROWING DAY BY DAY, 

SO IT WAS ONLY NATURAL THAT CONTACTS BE MADE TO COORDINATE 
DEFENSE MEASURES AND TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST 
THREATS OF OCCUPATION OF OIL SOURCES. AT PRESENT THIS MATTER 
IS UNDER STUDY AND (CONFINED TO) CONFIDENTIAL PROPOSALS, 

BUT IN GENERAL I CAN SAY THAT THIS MILITARY COORDINATION 
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AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THE AREA IS AIMED AT SELF-DEFENSE 
AND IS NOT INTENDED FOR ATTACK. WE ARE A VULNERABLE 
NATION AND WE EXPECT ATTACK AT ANY MOMENT." 

2. COMMENT: REXCEPT FOR MARCH 18-22 VISIT TO KUWAIT BY 
UAE MILITARY COMMANDER, SULTAN BIN ZAYID REPORTED REF A, 

WE HAVE NOT OBSERVED RECENT DIPLOMATIC OR INTER MILITARY 
ACTIVITY WHICH MIGHT BE EXPLAINED BY A JOINT DEFENSE 
PLANNING EFFORT AMONG GULF COUNTRIES. FROM WHAT WE COULD 
DETERMINE, THE VISIT OF THE UAE COMMANDER, NEW TO 
THE JOB, WAS A COURTESY ONE. 
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